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money, weights and measures. Much more so are they to the 
investigator of to-day, who finds a different system in every province 
and statistical information in fragments only. One redeeming fea- 
ture was that the theoretical basis was the pound of silver divided 
into shillings and pence, but variations from the standard appear to 
be the rule, not the exception. 

During the last three centuries of the Middle Ages Germany 
advanced rapidly in economic prosperity. Owing to the extension 
of industry and commerce abroad, and the growth of cities at home, 
there was a great increase in national wealth. Germany stood on 
the topmost pinnacle of economic power in Europe ; but she began 
to decline in the fifteenth century, when Flanders, England and 
other nations cut loose from her commercial guidance. The Orient 
was absorbed by the Turks, and the field of commercial operations 
greatly diminished. 

So brief a description as this does not adequately indicate the 
solid march of argument in this work. Where others have pursued 
special studies of parts of German economic history, the author 
presents a comprehensive view, the result of laborious effort over 
a wide field. T M VlNCENT- 

Johns Hopkins University. 

The History of English Law before the Time of Edward I. By 
Sir Frederick Pollock and Frederic William Maitland. 
Second Edition. Cambridge, England, University Press ; Boston, 
Little, Brown & Co. 1899. 

The first edition of this work was reviewed at some length in the 
Quarterly * by Prof. Heinrich Brunner of Berlin. His judgment, 
that the authors had " at once brought the history of English 
law from 1154 to 1272 up to the full height of modern scientific 
research," has been the judgment of all competent critics in Great 
Britain and in America ; and the distinction and charm of style 
which he recognized have been felt by all English readers. It is 
therefore not surprising, although it is creditable to the public on 
both sides of the Atlantic, that a second edition of the. work has 
already become necessary. In the preface to this edition the 
authors, in thanking their learned critics, especially acknowledge the 
value of Dr. Brunner's observations ; and an examination of their 
text and notes shows that many of his suggestions have in fact been 

1 Political Science Quarterly, XI, 534-544. 
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accepted. Apart from such minor changes, the section on " Corpo- 
rations and Churches," x and that on " The Borough " a have been 
recast; chiefly, as we are told, because of a repeated perusal of 
Gierke's writings on the Gtnosscnschaft. Entirely new is the opening 
chapter on "The Dark Age in Legal History," in which Professor 
Maitland gives, in brief compass and in broad outlines, a synchro- 
nistic view of European legal development from the third century to 
the twelfth. The excellence of this abstract can be fully appreciated 
only by one who has toiled through the books on Roman, German, 
French and ecclesiastical legal history which the author cites and 
among which the facts he needs are scattered. Brief as is the sum- 
mary, it contains several of those unexpected and illuminating com- 
parisons which Professor Maitland has taught us to expect from him. 
When, for example, he tells us that in the second century "excom- 
munication gradually assumes its boycotting traits," the reader sud- 
denly realizes things that may well have seemed to him foreign and 
far off. Another comparison, which is well worth citing, makes vivid 
both the system of personal laws within the Frankish empire and the 
position of Roman law among the Germanic tribal customs. 

In the British India of to-day we may see, and on a grand scale, what 
might well be called a system of personal laws, of racial laws. If we 
compared it with the Frankish, one picturesque element would be wanting. 
Suppose that among the native races there was one possessed of an old 
law-book, too good for it, too good for us, which gradually, as men studied 
it afresh, would begin to tell of a very ancient but eternally modern civiliza- 
tion and of a skillful jurisprudence which the lawyers of the ruling race 
would some day make their model. This romance of history will not 

repeat itself [vol. i, p. 15]. 

M.. o. 

1 Bk. ii, ch. ii, § 12, formerly entitled " Fictitious Persons." 
1 Bk. ii, ch. iii, § 8. 



